Keeping In

Mysore, Dec 1: [f music brings peace to listen-
ers, it is ‘tapasya’ for Manish Vyas, an interna-
tionally acclaimed mucisian who practically
livesinmusical notations and has dedicated his
life to the art.

Manish, who found his life in music at the
age of seven, is part of the Osho Gyanaleela
Foundation at Yadavagiriin the city, which helps
keep him away from the glamour and limelight
of commercially successful musicians. That's
where he keeps his passion for music alive --
encasedasheisinthesilence of the Oshomed-
itation centre.

Born in Rajkotin Gujarat, Manish began his
musical journey with the tabla and gives cred-
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He then met a new generation of musicians
at the Osho Commune International at Pune
and gave up ambitions of becoming an engi-
neer-. “Fortunately, my destiny made me go
ahead with my talent,” says Manish.

The 34-year-old has already brought out six
albums, Sattva being his first. From then on,

therewasnolooking back. He has also, in asso- i L
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ciation with fusion musicians, brought out
anotherfivealbums -- ‘Water down the Ganges,
‘Rejoicing’, ‘Suffi Spleandour’, ‘India trance’
and ‘Healing ragas’.

Though he makes use of rap, he says “My
base is in Indian culture which helped me find
myselfand gave birth tomy kind of music.” He
is especially fond of the innovations in muisc
brought in by A R Rehman and the Colonial
Cousins.

“Theirinput s classical while the outputis inno-
vative fusion of Western and other kinds of
music, which audiences greatly appreciate,”
says Manish. In 2002 he won accolades from
several musical legends such as Paul McCart-
ney of the Beetles, who invited him along with
Prem Joshuia, a pioneer of fusion music, to per-
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. Anpushia:Shankar, Gramimny Awardnominee
and the daughter of Ravishanker; also praisec
his work. “You make Indian music very acces
sible to people,” she said.
Thoughhebeganwith the tabla, he latermove
ontothe santoorandis alsoproficient at the ke
board. “Musicis a meditation and Osho alway:
encourageseveryonetoindulge in music,” say
Manish about his passion for Osho.




